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| | << Preſs towards the mark, ror the eee 
= the high calling of God, i in Chriſt ws! 3 
: | PHIL. 3. 12. 14. 
| | . Doth not Wiſdom cry, and Underſtanding 
TY "ce put forth 11 vejce't ? the ſtandeth in the top of the high places, by 
< the way, in the places of the paths; ſhe crieth at the Gates, at the 
&« entry of the City, at the coming in of the doors: unto 22 O Men 
I call, and my voice is to the Sons of Men.“ 
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HEN I was deſired to give this 
Charge to the Public, there re- 
mained not with me the leaſt he- 
Gtation or doubt, to whom it did more imme- 
diately belong. It belongs to you: to you, 
therefore, I inſcribe it, with the moſt. perfect 
cordiality and regard. Day and night 1, offer 
up my humble fervent prayers to Almighty 
God, ſupplicating the divine favor and protec- 
5 tion upon all, and each of you. Time paſſes 
| M3 an ; 


. 51 


7 on ; even the y oungeſt and healthieft a us 


- muſt ſoon exchange the periſhing trifles of this 
world, for the eternal glories of the next. As that 

period of time, now almoſt at hand, is admirably 
deſcribed by the learned Eraſmus, I give you the 
deſcription of it in Eraſmus's own words; it will 
afford conſolation to each of you, and each of 
6 you, 1 truſt, may apply it to himſelf: Think, O 
think, <« quantum ſolatium futurum ſit audire | 
oc beatificam vocem, Euge, Serve bone et Helis! 


* 


A. 


triumphum cœleſtem, Arenue Dux; E flo par- 
4 ticeps gaudiorum, qui - particeps affitionum eſſe 
mea cauſa non recuſaſti. Ouod erit illud tri- 
t pudium? | qui plauſus ! quam læta acclamatio 53 
* quum illic multos videbis, qui tibi ſuam felici- 
« tatem, ſuam ſalutem ferent acceptam; quos ad 
366 Pietatem inſtituiſti; quos ab errore revocaſti ; 
6: _ ad cixleſtium bonorum amorem inflam- 


5 . 6 maſti. . 


intra in gaudium Domini. tui. Accede td . = 


« maſti. Imd, quonianvillic perfeQa charitas facit 
„ omnibus omnia communia, quid erit te felicius, ; 
66 ſplendidius, aut illuſtrius, quum innumeræ cœ- 
« leſtium ordinum myriades, uno ore, conſona 
* voce, undique tibi gratulabuntur, et Chriſto 
4 principi gratias agent, qui per te dignatus eſt 
« augere beatam ſodalitatem, cui nihil deeſt ad 
t, conſummatam beatitudinem, niſi ut expleatur 
« electorum numerus ; ac reſuſcitatis corporibus, 
« omni ex parte plena erit et abſoluta felicitas. 
Eraſn. Ecclę * efaſt. Gi de Rat. "Gant. Lib. I. ; 
p. 2291 A. ante ree bar in mn S037 
. Fu E QVEN TLY peruſe, I beſeech you, the fol- 
_ lowing promiſe of your kind maſter; let it remain 
| fixed on your minds and memories: He that 
18: + overcometh, the fame ſhall be clothed i In white 
= raiment, and J will not blot out his name out of 
9 7 che Ne of Jay but. will confeſs his name 
4 before 


"TY 
6 before my Father, and before his Angels.“ 
Rev. 3, 5. What a glorious annunciation i may 
you conduct yourſelves in ſuch a manner through 
the intricacies of this life, as to be worthy of that 
promiſe, and of that annunciation, worthy of- the 
kingdom of God, fit to be partakers of the inhe- | 
fitance of the Saints in light. Frequently, and in 
the moſt ſerious manner, 1 beſeech you, compare 
the future with this preſent vaniſhing life. Look 
to the rewards of heaven | Direct your thoughts | 
to eternal happineſs This was the practice of 
the learned St. Paul, and 1 recommend his practice 


to your obſervation. « For which cauſe (lays that 


t Apoſtle) we faint not, (i. e. not only I, but all 
t true faithful ſervants of the bleſſed Jeſus) but 
« though our outward man periſh, yet the inward 
« man is renewed day by day. For our light 
cc affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
« for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
« of 


b 


#1: 
« of glory. While we lock not at the things 
& which are ſeen, but at the things which are not 
t ſeen ; for the things which are ſeen are tem- 
E poral, but the things which are not ſeen are 


0 eternal.” 2 Cor. iv. 16, 17, 18. The Lord 


grant unto you all, that you may find mercy of 
the Lord, when the faſhion of this world, and all 
its preferments, ſhall be no more May ye obtain 
eternal life, the gift of God through Jeſus Chriſt, 
and be juſtified 'on the great day, at the dread tri- 
bunal of the Lord, when the ſecrets of all hearts 
4 ſhall be diſcloſed ! | 


* 


7 W , 19 Brethren, 
In plain Sincerity and Truth, 
_ Your aſfectionate Brother, 


MANFIELD, WILLIAM COOPER. 


Nov. 10, 3784. 
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My Reverend Brethren © 


H E ſound of the trumpet and the alarm of war 
have ceaſed, but the calamitous judgements of 
God, clearly ſeen and manifeſtly diſplayed in va- 
rious parts of the world, demand your attention. — At 
Naples and Rome the ſun was. enveloped for fix months 
in a continued fog, — In Aſia the atmoſphere was dark- 
ened. — The fame weather prevailed. over all parts adja- 
cent to the Mediterranean. — * Violent ſtorms were ex- 
perienced in this kingdom, on the coaſt of Norway, in- 

Es / | 3 | the 


| "4 „ 4 Nonnn 8 eſt (fays the AER _ amiable Cicero) ex 

40 prima hominum admiratione, quod tonitrua jactus que fulminum exti- 
e meſcent, credidiſſe ea efficere rerum omnium præpotentem Jovem? d De 
Deva, Lib. II. By a ſimilar * and effect, an dlegant Roman Poet | 


— 


— 


＋ 1 e 
the Baltick, on the Atlantic Ocean, and in the Eaſt Indies, 
In Iceland a ſudden eruption took place by ſubter- 
raneous exploſions, and a conſiderable tract of country 
Was buried under immenſe depths of lava. — * A new 
iſland aroſe in the ſea, continually Increaſing in height 
and breadth, flames and ſmoke: ifluing from its centre, — | 
Calabria and Salonica are deſtroyed by earthquakes. The 


candidly acknowledges his extreme culpability, and reſolves to condugt 
himſelf in gre, with greater te Dams and regularity : 


5 Puaxcus Deorum cultor et infrequens, 
| Inſanientis dum ſapientiæ . 
Conſultus erro; nunc retrorſum 
Vela dare, atque iterare curſus . 
_ Cogor relictos: namque Dieſpiter 
Igni coruſco nubila dividens 
Plerumque per purum tonantes 
Egit equos volucremque currum; 
Quo bruta tellus, et vaga flumina, 
Quo Styx et inviſi horrida Tænari 
Sedes, Atlanteuſque finis 
Coneutitur. Valet ima ſummis 
Mutare, et inſignem attenuat Den 
Obſcura promens. 


Hon. Ode 34. Lib. I. 


SEE Pliny” s Nat. Hiſtory, page 40, A Ixxvii. — Motte's Abridge- 
ment of the Philoſophical Tranſactions, vol. ii. page 200. part iv, — Dr. 


Hook's Poſth. Works, page 302 ; and Sir Willam Hamilton” 8 Obſervations 
on Veſuvius and Etna, page 151. 


oth 


+ 8 


earth was impetwouſly ſhaken, as it were to its very 7 foun- 
dations; in many places it opened and cloſed again. 
By repeated ſhocks, thouſands of our fellow creatures 
| periſhed, noble ſtructures were laid level, mountains 
were ſhivered to pieces, clefts and fiſſures produced, Y 
from whence rivers of melted matter flowed. — The 
ſea was agitated, rivers and lakes in the inland coun- 
tries accompanied. theſe awful. convulſions of nature. — 
In ſeveral parts, that alarming calamity the * plague pre- 
vailed.— + Five meteors exhibiting the moſt extraordinary 
| appearances, have been ſeen in theſe kingdoms. Brethren, 
can ye not diſcern the ſigns of the times? Theſe are not 
the ſuggeſtions of a melancholy mind. They are matters 
of fact, and will ſpeak to the hearts of men, when the 
moſt eloquent exhortations are without effect. They are 
the admonitions of God from the throne of his holineſs, 


* THE air.of our climate is ſo far from being ever the original of the 
true plague, that moſt probably it never produces thoſe milder infectious 
diſtempers, the ſmall pox and meaſles. It is an African fever bred in 
Athiopia or Egypt, and the infectiun of it carried by trade into the other- 
parts of the world. Diſeaſed perſons give it to one another, and from. 
them contagious matter is lodged in goods of a looſe and ſoft texture. 
'This dreadful calamity was firſt felt in- e in the year e See AY 

Dr. Mead on the Plague.. | 1 


85 VIz. on Auguſt 18th, September 26th, October ath, 19th, and. 
29th, 1783. See a Plan for obſerving Meteors by the learned Dr. Maſke- 
lyne, F. R. S. and Aſtronomer Nw and 8 fa10 Tranſactions for 
dhe year 1784. r | SE 

TON MS warning. 


Warning all the inhabitants of the earth. Behold the 
nations! The Lord is governor among the nations. Who 
may withſtand the power of his arm? for the whole 
world before him is as a little grain of the balance, yea 
as a drop of the morning dew that falleth upon the earth. 
He knoweth what you think in your hearts. His eyes 
are upon all your ways. Doth God pervert judgement ? 
doth the Almighty pervert juſtice? doth he not exerciſe 
righteouſneſs in the earth ? no national diſtreſs is inflicted, 
before it is deſerved. We know, and underſtand, that 
the hand of the Lord hath done theſe things. Does it 
not then become us to conſider theſe awful judgments, 
with religious dread, and ſerious contemplation? ought 
we not to. take heed unto ourſelves, and watch with all 
perſeverance, though-not ſmitten down by famine, nor by 
the plague, nor ſwallowed up in the bowels of the earth. 
Are there not with us, even with us, ſins of the deepeſt 
die? have not our iniquities ſeparated between us and 
God ? ought we not to call our own ways to remem- 
brance, think upon our own crimes, and reconcile our- 
ſelves to the Almighty, by deep contrition ? ? Surely, the 
occaſion for a reformation of manners never was more 
prefling, than at this * of time. 
Ar a criſis ſo ful of terror, OY ſuch extenſive cala- 
mities, pregnant with every human miſery, have happened 
among the nations 15 abroad, and when our own ſituation at 


Home | 


tx 


home calls for the exertion of whatever wiſdom or vigour 
s left among us, let me, as 1 iy conhands; freely 
kn An 8 55 | 0 | : 
SR: at whad * ad oY mne my Reviiichd: Brethren, 
Is what age or nation, I beſeech you, were iniquities 
of every ſort more prevalent, both public and private, 
national and perſonal, than at preſent in theſe kingdoms? 
_ -Magiſtrates are active, the law is exerted, criminals are 
executed, but executions do not intimidate. The ſame 
crimes, notwithſtanding theſe correctives, are again com- 
mitted, and the wickedneſs of the age is not to be over- 
awed. Who can number. up the ſins which men are 
e eg committing, and in what ſources do they ori- 
ginate? They originate in pride, fulneſs of bread, and 
abundance of idleneſs. Eaſe and affluence make us 
haughty, ambitious, worldly minded, diſſipated, lovers of 
Pleaſure more than lovers of God; and when a people 


are in ſuch a wretched ſtate, the voice of conſcience, the 


inſtructions of the wiſe, the aid of human laws, the ex- 
ample of the good, nay even the revealed word of God 
— are n ene een the pern of 


* Ex a e vitiorum 1 3 major avaritiæ patuit 
ws ? alia quando hos animos ? neque enim loculis comitantibus me ad 
f tabulæ, poſita 1 aner ae. e 


a JuvsxaL, Ly Sat. I. 


„ „ 5 
vice at firſt alarms the inexperienced, but ſin ſoon grows 
familiar; and when once that great commandment, the 
love of God, is alienated from the mind, people grow 
raſh, unguarded, unthankful. They look not unto the 
Holy One of Iſrael; ſeldom worſhip, bow down, and kneel 
before him; ſeldom enter into his gates with thankſ- 
giving; but the wiſe man glories in his wiſdom, the 
mighty man glories in his might, the rich man glories in 
his riches. Serious meditations are rejected, and an im- 
moderate love of this world occupies every thought. In 
this dangerous ſecurity they confide, ſerving' divers luſts 
and pleaſures. The harp and the viol, the tabret and pipe, 
and wine, are in their feaſts. Are they aſhamed when 
they commit abomination ?_ nay, they are not aſhamed, 
neither do they'bluſh ; but giving: an unbounded ſcope to 
their paſſions, they proceed | in their fatal progreſs, from 
vice to vice, from evil to evil, till all inclination, 
and almoſt even the power of amendment, is for ever 
loſt; * rapere, conſumere, ſua parvi pendere, aliena 
„ cupere, pudorem, pudicitiam, divina humana promiſcua, 
* nihil penſi neque moderati habere, is a deſcription as 
applicable to the preſent times, as when applied by the 
wiſe hiſtorian to his licentious countrymen. In an en- 
lightened Proteſtant nation, where the precepts of Chriſti- 
anity are enforced with ſuch profound erudition and per- 
ſuaſive * one might ſuppoſe, that med 


* SALLUST. Bell. Cat.. 
N | reflections. 


TR 
reflections of this ſort would be unneceſſary; but this is 
not the caſe, although. Godlineſs is profitable unto all 
things, having a promiſe of the life that now is, and of 
that which is to come. For, when were the precious 
hours of life more idly ſpent, the relative duties more 
lightly eſtimated, innocent occupations more totally 
alienated, vice more ſhameleſs, forgeries more frequent, 
bankru ptcies more univerſal, gaming more induſtriouſly 
purſued? When were duels more common, barbarous 
| determined duels, in which one or both the combatants, 
heated with inextinguiſhable' wrath; muſt fall, defying 
the laws of God and of their country; yet, according to 
the common acceptation of the term, theſe Duelliſts are 
worthy members of civil ſociety, honourable men! What! 
is not the thread of life ſhort, and ſhall man dare to make 
it ſhorter ? Hath not God appointed a time to die, and 
ſhall. man, preſume, to appoint that time? The true cauſe 
of this enormous evil, is a: want: of religion, a want of 
reflexion previous to the raſh ſtep, a 'want'of * enduring 
hardneſs, as St. Paul's expreſſion is, not as the ſoldiers of any 
earthly potentate whatſoever, but as good. ſoldiers of Jeſus 
Chriſt. The following words, written at an awful moment, 
by one of theſe unhappy duelliſts, merit your obſervation: 
am now called upon (ſays he) and by the rules of 
« what is called honour, forced into a perſonal interview 
, with my antagoniſt, _ God only knows the event, and 


* ST. PavL's Second Epil to Timothy, TIN ü. ver. 3. 
| into 


OW 18 FE 
<<; into his hands I commit my ſoul, in hopes of pardon 
for the irreligious ſtep, I now, in compliance with the 
„ unwarrantable cuſtoms of this wicked world, put my- 
* ſelf under the neceſſity of taking.“ The only way to 
remove this vnwarrantable cuſtom, this horrid practice, 
is to enforce the law with impartiality, and not to pardon 
any perſons who are guilty of this ſort of murder. Such 
Juſtice. would ſoon conquer honour, falſely ſo called. 
Among other dangerous, corrupted manners of the world, 
which create anguiſh of the ſoul, and cometh to ſhame, 
is not * adultery an iniquity moſt odious in the ſight of 
God, an offence which all human laws condemn, de- 
ſtructive to the peace of families, and to the welfare of 
e, become of dats, . high in ene In a caſe of 


F t #1 cit . EFF EM 2 > f} 1 175 ves yt © $0 . 2 
* Sronm tere et pretextatus adulter, | 
N 0 Rey 1 1.5 


FTnRIsS thdnjetil, dan atls üb esst would not be ſo common, if mar- 
riages were not contracted or made raſhly, without previous thought, and 
ſerious conſideration, as the ſolemnity and impartance of the caſe certainly 
demands. Biſhop B ret argues well on the octaſion, and his advice 
ought to be obſeryed l & Gentlemen i in their 1 marriages (ſays that able Pre- 
cc late) ought to conſider a great many things more than fortune, though 
6e generally ſpeaking, that is the only thing ſought for: | a good under tand 
4 ing, good. principles, and a good tempen, with a liberal education and ac- 
* captable perſon, are the. firſt things to be conſidered; : and certainly fortune 
ought, to. come after all theſe. Thoſe bargains now in faſhion make often 
unhallowed marriages, in which (beſides the greater evils) more fortune j is 
often waſted, than is brought, with-a vain, a fooliſh, an indiſeroet and a 
* wife. See the Concluſion. t to . Hiſt. p. 652. . | 
1 | _ TNILS. 


SY 


rm. 


_ this) fort, when a ſeparation” i is awarded, the t 

to check the crime, is to conſider the eriminality of the 
offending party. The allowance granted, ſhould not be 
in proportion to the affluence in which that party has liv- 
ed, but in proportion to the infamy cominitted: more 
than what will afford the common neceſſaries of life, 
ought not to be allowed. Among the lower claſſes of peo- 
ple, what a corruption of morals do we diſcern, contempt 
of order, authority, dominion? what a nuinber of rob- 
bers and murderers? among the higher ranks, luxury, 
ever craving and ever unſatisfied, prevails in ſueh a variety 
of fantaſtic forms as never was exceeded. What is the 
conſequence? We experience at this day, in full force, 
all the evils, which ſuch contagious, corrupted” _rigeytes, 
muſt bring upon a Nation: diſſipation in the higher orders 
produces poverty, poverty dependence, dependence cor- 
ruption, corruption profligacy, profligacy ruin. Added to 
theſe, the loſs of our Colonies in the Weſt, dreadful ſcenes 
of rapine and cruelty'in the Eaſt, internal diſtractions at 
home, lacerating the Empire, ſeem to indicate, that the 
divine wrath at this moment impends over dur heads, and 
will fall dawn upon us for our daring and incorrigible of- 
fences: becauſe of theſe things, and on account of our dif. 
' obedience, the diſpleaſure of God is manifeſted, for the face 
of the Lord is always againſt 1 them that do evil. Such ca- 
lamities are, as a ſublime Prophet expreſſes it, the ſhaking of 

the hand & the Lord of Hoſts, which he ſhaketh over us, 
C 7 perhaps 


— 
* 


1 
perhaps to our utter extinction; for who cati tell, if Gad 
will turn away from his flerce anger, that we periſh not? 
There are changes in all human affairs. Empires have 
their diſſolution. Wben _—_ wo n, W OW cor- 
1 matt Ä5 ale * e | 
a is no N of f polite Aare which! more - rong- 
_ ly engages the attention, than that which has for its ob- 
jects the fate and revolution of mighty Empires. When 
the Romans, Raptores Orbis as Tacitus denominates 
them, invaded Britain, Cicero in a letter to Atticus 
| 7 + & TN bell: exitus e e, eonſtat "ED | 


Tur Hiſtorian aſſerts, that Julius Cæſar firſt invaded Britain, in full 
expeRation of acquiring an immenſe profuſion of wealth: fert Britanni 
« zurum, et argentum ;—Oceanus margaritas,” Suetonius ſuppoſed this to 
be the caſe, Vita Julii Cæſar. Tacitus aſſigns the true reaſon, viz. an ardent | 
' defire of fame, and of dominion: „ Raptores Orbis, ſays he, poſtquam 
© cuncta vaſtantibus defuere terræ, et mare ſerutantur. Si locuples hoſtis 
eſt, avari; fi pauper, ambitioſi. Soli omnium opes atgue inopiam, pari 

« affectu concupiſcunt. Solitudinem faoiunt, Pacem appellant.” Facit. 
pita Agricolæ. Be the cauſe what it may, whether of opulence, or con- 
queſt, nothing however now extant, can give us a juſter idea of their mag- 
' nanimity and wiſdom, than the famous wall built by them, when in this 
Hand: Vallum per 32 paſſuum milia a mari ad mare deduxit.” This 
aſtoniſhing work, built of ſtone, was both murus et vallum. Hence Seve- 
tus obtained the Name of Britannicus. See Aurel. Vie. who lived in 
the fourth Century, and Horſeley's Brit. Rom. p- 61. 


4 An Attie. iv. 16. 5 BE 
3 “ aditus : 


ww} 

ce aditus: inſulæ munitos eſſe tnirificis wolibus 2 tian Mud 
«6 jam cognitum eſt, neque argenti ſeripulum eſſe ullum 
n illa inſula, neque ullam ſpem prædæ niſi ex mancipiis, 
4 ex quibus nullos puto te literis aut muſicis eruditos ex- 
6 peCtare.” At that period, the * inhabitants of this iſland, 
(mark the difference betweeti us and our anceſtors I) lived 
on uncultivated mountains, or in marſhy plains, fed upon 
the milk of their flocks, wild fruits, and what they ob- 
tained from hunting. The Romans then found them, 
and I truſt that all our enemies will ſtill find us ſo, a bold 
hardy enemy, not diſmayed, nor eafily conquered. In the 
carly ages of Rome, a ſimplicity of behaviour and purity 
of manners were the diſtinguiſhing characteriſtics of the 
Romans. The great men of that time lived retired in the 
Country. The cultivation of their fartns was ſeldom in- 
Terrupted except on great occaſions, when they attended 
the ſolemn facrifices, or the affairs of ſtate. In time. 
of war the Republick was maintained by valour, in time 
of peace by moderation: 4 jurgia, diſcordias, ſimul- 
e tates, cum hoſtibus exercebant, cives cum cibibus de 
4 virtute certabant.“ Such was the glorious ſtate of 
Rome for ſix hundred years and u pwards. Carthage then 
was deſtroyed, and ſhe ſpread her victorious arms over 
Greece and Aſia. But when by the intrepidity of her 
ſons the moſt powerful ſtates were N the leeds 
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of nn ſprang up, animoſities prevailed, and while 
the contending parties ſtruggled for {uperiority,. the beſt 
Pa of the ſtate were expiring: * ita omnia in duas. 
<<. partes abſtracta ſunt; Reſj publica, quæ media fuerat, 
56, dilacerata. Fuere cives, ſays the impartial, Hiſto- 
« rian, qui ſeque Remque publicam obſtinatis animis per- 
“ ditum irent. Namque uti paucis verum abſolvam, per 
+, ia tempora quicumque Rempublicam agitavere, ho- 
4, neſtis nominibus, alii, ſicuti jura Populi defenderent, 
#5, pars, quo Senati auctoritas maxuma foret, bonum pub- 
* beum ſimulantes, pro ſua quiſque potentia certabant; 
$5: neque illis modeſtia, neque modus contentionis erat.“ 
' Dreadful were the ealamities, Which the Roman Empire 
experienced in the various civil. wars between Julius 
Cſar and Pompey the Great; between Auguſtus, 3 
ny, and the murderers of Cæſar, Brutus and Caſſius; 
and between Auguſtus and Sextus Pompeius. A Poet * 
that age, a wiſe deſerving Patriot, warns his Country- | 
men to guard againſt thoſe men, who under a pretence 
of enacting wonders for the good of the ſtate, were un- 
determining the very foundations on which ſhe ſtood; 
and in hopes of preferment, were exciting diviſions among 
the people, at a time when the treaſury was exhauſted, 
incredible numbers of Soldiers Dan in foreign r, their 


- \ * Fg 
= 


* ec wy Bell, Cat... 


4 Ibid, 
enemies; - 


E 2 
enemies hoping that another civil war would i in reality 
take place, that they might have an opportunity to ſhake 
off the Roman Yoke, and conquer. thoſe who had con- 
quered them. Comparing the dilacerated republic to 
a ſhip ſhattered by a ſtorm, he * with mite ex- 
preſſi . | | 
——— 0 quid agis? bs Heat 
In the name of Heayen what are ye about ? 
| — Nonne vides, ut 
e e remigio latus, _ 
'Et malus celeri ſaucius Africo, . 

Antennæque gemant; ac ſine funibus in 
Vir durars.carine; 145 £1 ont oft 
Poſlint imperioſii us | 


_ quor? 


he MINS + Ifaiah. compares the Aſſyrian army to a 
ſhip: © thy tacklings are looſed, they could not ftrength- 5 
« en their maſt, hep: could not pread their fail.” SE ni” 


Warn the Romans penetrated * thoſe patent coun- 
tries Greece and Aſia, that opulence proved their deſtruc- 
tion. Virtue gave way to vice, * vetus diſciplina de- 

| | bY e | 


* Hor. Od. Lib. i. Od. 14. 4 Ilia xxxiii, v. 23. 


4 Ver. PATERCULUS, Lib. ii. cap. 1. When, ce mores majorum non pau- 


'« tim ut —_ torrentis modo præcipitati; n divitiæ clarz en 
75 | ibi, 


1 = 14 7 
6 ſerta, nova inducta; in ſorta a 'vigiliis, ab armis al 
* voluptates, a negotiis in otium converſa civitas: mag- 
nificence in building, delicacy in eating, ſplendour in dreſs, 
variety 1 in furniture, attracted the admiration of the peo- 
ple. On this occaſion the Emperor and Senate “ exerted 
themſelves, but the Romans, who had ſuſtained all the 
hardſhips of war with unſhaken firmneſs, were not proof 
againſt Aſiatic refinements. Luxury, more fatal than 
the + ſword prevailed, and the conquerors of the world a 
few centuries afterwards, were theinſelves conquered x 


the Goths and Vaudals. 


Such has been the fate of Republics': and of Armies. 5 
Greece, I celebrated for its eloquence, ſumptuous edifices, 
and knowledge of every polite art, now lies humbled in 


* ibi omnia bona vilia ſunt, Fides, Probitas, Pudor, Pudicitia.” Salluſt. 
« Fragm. p. 139. Orat. ii. ad Cæſar. p. 199. Whilſt the Romans were 
uncorrupted, they commanded the world: when, by an intercourſe with 
foreign nations, vice of every ſort was introduced a them, they be- 
e an thn . people; a 
| | — < nam qui dabat olim, 1 
Imperium, faſoes, legiones, omnia, nunc ſe 
Continet, atque duas tantum res anxius optat, 
"” nn et Circenſes. 
F : £ Juv. Sat. X. 
* Plin, Nat. Hiſt, Lib. xxxvi. cap. 2, 8, * | 
. ſevior armis 
Lor meubun.——1 uv. Sat. vi. 


12 Veruarvs ParERCULUs, Lib. i. cap. 18. 1 
„ ignorance. 
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ignorance: Carthage now is ſcarce to be inveſtigated, 
Rome, cui cum ad occaſum ab ortu ſolis omnia domita 
armis parerent,” in ſuch reſplendent glory, as the Ro- 
man hiſtorian remarks, did ſhe once ſhine, is now a ſlave 
to religious impoſture, and her venerable monuments, erect- 
ed in the moſt flouriſhing ſtate of the Empire, disfigured. 
What thoſe nations are, we ſhall be! whenever we ſee 
the ſame maxims of government prevail, the ſame mea- 
ſures purſued, the ſame co-incidences of circumſtances hap- 
pen, which attended' the ſubverſion of thoſe ſtates, then 
we read our own fate, Warned by their example, let us 
acquire wiſdom, and bend our eyes often towards thoſe 
_ cauſes, and towards thoſe effects. 


PuBLIC virtue, I aſl; may even yet exiſt among us, 
and our national glory be retrieved; but to accompliſh 
| theſe great ends, luxury and corruption muſt be extirpa- 

ted: diſcipline, ſobriety, and an awful ſenſe of religion, 
muſt be reſtored, Religion is our only ſecurity, our only 
hope. Regia liberalitas quid donat,” fays the learned 
Eraſmus ? . Stipendia, cenſus, titulos honorificos ; fluxa 
omnia, et fortunæ ludibrio expoſita. Quid Eccleſiaſtes? 
«« Profert medicinam, qua ſanantur morbi mentium viri 
lethales: profert antidota adverſus vetuſti ſerpentis vene- 
„num efficacia.” , The fame judicious author obſerves, 


* ERASMuI Eccleſiaſtes, five de Rat. Conc. Lib. i. p. 155. 
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* ahi eſſe quod ad emendandos populi 1 mores pl oboe 


e momenti quam fi per idoneos concionatores ſpargatut 

7 © ſemen evangelicz doctrinæ. Qvoties enim ſemen effi- 
< cacis verbi exceptum fuerit a terra bona, multiplices edit 

“ fructus: populus fit magiſtratui obſequentior, legum te- 


„ nacior, pacis amantior, a bellis alienior. Inter conjuges 


major eſt coneprdls, fides 1 boars Tos major adulterii de- 
& teſtatio.” 


_ Mvcn, therefore, my Reverend Brethren, i IS e 
from your acknowledged integrity, and from the ſtrength 
of your clear unclouded faculties. Much is expected from 
your experience, ſcience, kill, and ability in your profeſ- 
ſion ; nor are you capable of being intimidated from a due 
_ diſcharge of your duty. Let your labours be unremitting, 
for ruin will advance with haſty ſtrides, unleſs averted by 
your learning, and by your diſcretion, Ye are the light 
of the world ſhining brightly, and enlightening many 
round about you. Let that light ſhine with the moſt 
perfect brilliancy. Check the vices of the age; promote 
the practice of virtue. Diſſeminate reformation through = 
the land, and defend with all your might, with all the 
force of your reaſoning, with all the powers of your elo 
quence, thoſe invaluable and ineſtimable bleffings pro- 
cured for us at the ra of the Storico Revolution, when 


* Ap Chriſtoph. Epiſc. Anigfatian > aw Def, Eraſmi Rot, Epic, 5 
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| „ VVV 
this nation was * reſcued from popery and arbitrary power; | | 

the prerogative of the Crown, which by various arts had 
been ſtretched, were no longer to be feared, and the laws 
of the land made the ſole ſprings of the e 8 ok 


tenſions and 1 nation” 8 _ 5 


2H Ga chen is not a life of . ſupineneſs, and tor- 
por. Patience, wiſdom, circumſpection, zeal, perſever- 
ance, fortitude, are requiſite, if we mean to fight the good 
fight of faith, declare the whole counſel of God, bring 
forth out of our treaſure things old and new, and not reaſon 
with unprofitable talk, or with ſpeeches wherewith wee 
can do no good. 1 Agite i igitur, viri fortiflimi ; induite 
vos galeam ſalutis, loricam pietatis ; afſumite ſcutum 
s fſidei, et gladium ſpiritus, quod eſt verbum Dei. Tota 
«« denique panoplia myſtica Præparati ad predicandum 
16 Evangelium pacis, intrepidis animis ad tam præclarum 
„ facinus accingimini; - dejicite, jugulate, mate, non 
« homines, ſed ignorantiam, 9 e cæteraque 
« vitia. Sic enim occidere ſervare eſt. Recolle&, I en- 
treat you, your dignity. Recollect too the difficulty, in- 
conveniencies, and obſtacles you muſt encounter on this ar- 
duous occaſion. And I conjure you, by all that is facred * 
| that you will recollect the noble W of your Bs: 


* S388 Rapin $ Hiſt of England, folio ; vol. iii. p- . 


1 Enaoni Eccleſ. fire de Rat. Cone. Lib. i. b. 138. * | 
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LW + 
anceſtors, and that zeal for Chriſtianity which ena in 
their breaſts. Reflect on that ſtupendous work atchieved 
by their hands. Reflect on the victory which our gracious 
maſter obtained over death. Reflect on that glorious pro- 
miſe which he then gave us of eternal life, If our courage 
and faith ſhould be put to the teſt, and ſuch events may 
happen, could we, raiſing our minds above, conſidering 
the end of this life as the dawning to an everlaſting day, 
the beginning of a life which alone deſerves the name of 

life; — could we, I ſay, ſuſtain ourſelves, as the firſt 

Chriſtians ſuſtained themſelves, when under mockings 
and ſcourgings ; under bonds and impriſonments; when 
ſtoned, and ſawed aſunder, and ſlain by the ſword ; when 
afflicted and deſtitute, wandering in deſerts, in mountains, 
in dens, and in caves of the earth? could we, as the mar- 
* of our church did, * Hooper, Rogers, Bradford, Rid- 
= Rar s | Hiſt. Folio, val. il. p. 42, 43. 45- Biſhop TEL Race. tied 
to the ſtake with iron chains prayed often, O Jeſus, thou ſon of David, 
have mercy on me, and receive my Soul.” The laſt words he was heard 
do ſay, were, Lord Jeſus receive my Spirit. The pious Rogers did moſt 

_ gladly refign up his life, and gave his fleſh to the conſuming fire, for a 
teſtimony to the truth of his doctrines. Bradford kiſſed the ſtake, expreſſing | 
thereby the joy he had in his ſufferings, and cried, O England, repent, 
_ repent, beware of Idolatry, and falſe Antichriſts! . Ridley was in ſuch 
compoſure of mind, at bis execution, that all were amazed at it. Latimer 
faid to his fellow ſufferer Ridley, © be of good comfort, we ſhall this day 
light ſuch a candle in England, as I truſt by God's Grace ſhall never be put 
out.” Cranmer ſhewed the greateſt intrepidity at the ſtake. Hyrnet In. 
| of ow; Reform, vol. ii. paſſim. 
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ley, Latimer, Cranmer and others, expire at the ſtake, 
calling upon Chriſt ? I truſt in God, that if occaſion de- 
manded, we alfo ſhould ſubmit even to death, and that not 
one amongſt us would ſay with a* timid Reformer, non 


omnes ad martyrium ſatis habent roboris: vereor autem, 
c N fi Wy inciderlt n eee e er im imitaturus.” | 
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Ae we all acht under this” batalry of Chriſt, Tel | 


pray to God, that he may give to each of us ſtrength, 


and courage, and conduct, to ſupport and animate us, 
during the time of this our Chriſtian warfare. Many of 
us have great afflitions to wean us from the world, and 


ſome have but a + ſhort time to live. God hath been 


| pleaſed to give me a cloſer warning of my own mortality ö 
by a very long illneſs, the effects of which 1 ſtill feel, and 


probably ſhall feel, to the laſt moment of my life; yet, as 


far as my health would allow, I have always done the beſt 
1 could, in the beſt manner I was able, Kerns to the 
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+ Ous N 4 daily, : 204 we watt. 2 fallow ny | What of 


that? our hope is in God. What of that, ſays Eraſmus, “dum cogito 
« nos brevi felicius apud Chriſtum jungendos efſe?” Eraſmi Epiſt. ad 


| Chriſtoph. Epiſc. Auguſtanum. Our greateſt comfort i is, that we are in 
the hands of God, and that he hath the care of us. © Ego animum mihi 
(fays the diſcerning: Sir. Thomas More)- in omnem eventum ena.” 
It was a wiſe deciſion. Jortin's Life of Eraſmus, p. 218. 
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nn that ability and thoſe powers, which God hath 
been pleaſed to grant me. If, after all, ſome will allow | 
. their tongues a malicious licence, openly or in ſecret, | I ſhall 
apply to myſelf the words of the learned Tillotſon“: „1 
* could be glad to meet with that kindneſs and candour 
«© which I have ever uſed towards others; but if that may 

«© not be, I muſt content myſelf with the conſcience of 
e having. endeavoured to ae leh of all men, anal of 
the truth itſelf,” .. 6 


Now, my Reverend e 1 PIE you to God. 
Look well to your flocks : warn them that are untuly, 
ſupport the weak, comfort the feeble minded. Exhort 
your people to feat God, and let every man, whatever his | 
vocation be, lend an affiſting hand towards the good of the 
whole, by the moſt honourable affections to the King; by 
a love of the Engliſh conſtitution, the pride and honour 
of every Engliſhman ; ; by induſtry and ; benevolence; 
without+ murmurings ; blameleſs, and harmlc.* Thank 
God every day for the great bleſſing of ſo amiable a king 
and excellent a queen, and for their admirable” example: 
ardently pray, that God may prolong their, lives, direct 
their te, unite their friends, Wan defeat their enemies. 
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| Seck not great things for ain Let there be no ait 
among you, which ſhall have the pte-eminence. Render 
honor, to whom honor is due; Break not out into a deſi- 
ance of: e into wen. een, aan the 
: ill on ak} Diſciple of Chriſt. If you Res cen- 
ſure your Superiors, enter into it with diſcretion. - Reſpe&- 
is due to their ſtation, learning, and abilities: « modeſte, 
et circumſpecto judicio, de tantis viris pronunciandum eſt... 
Be humble and cautious. Let your minds be upon the 
ordinances of the Lord. Think daily, nay: hourly, on 
death and eternity. Check new opinions that which 
is of God, defend to the uttermoſt of that ability which 
he has given; that which is otherwiſe, let it wither, 
even in the root from whence it is ſprung.!” Preach ſound 
doctrine; ſele& ſuch ſubjects for your diſcourſes as are 
moſt important; expatiate upon each in a nervous Hile, 
adapted to the capacity of the weakeſt, and-to the convic- 
tion of the ſtrongeſt. Diſplay. the powers of your elo- 
quence; if you poſſeſs a force in your reaſoning, you 35 | 
make an impreſſion on all who hear you, and conv 
ſolemn conviction to their feelings; your words will Pl: 
deep into their minds, and excite a profound and moſt, 
regardful attention: but if you feel not tliis divine energy 
in n your own. e it 2 png but'z a fruitleſs attempt” 
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to ails it ih the breaſts. of others; the cold formality: of a 
| redious harangus widely differs from the animated expreſ- 
ſton of | the! heart. You, who with the moſt perfect 
elegance, poſſeſs great learning and a found 'comprehen- 
ſion, muſt not ſuffer vo talents to lie in obſcurity ; i 
genuine knowledge ſhould be diffuſed; *:4 quid magni 
«© faceres, {aid Archbiſhop' Warham to Eraſmus, { uni 
«+ agreſti popello preedicaris? nunc libris tuis dtihes ene 
66] Paſtores, fructu ae uberiore. . Uh Gefen 

11 a TS iti 3 ; Heling Dil: Ser FEE 1460! 

Lr all binernesl and 1 455 4 ages; and clamour, 
and evil ſpeaking be put away from you. Love ye yo᷑ůj 
enemies, even if they go up and down as a tale bearer 3 
even if the attempt to blaſt your character by every 
| 1 alſe ſuggeſtion; * o er ent 
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* 9 5 Eraſmi Ecdlefiat,” five de Rat, Conc. Lib. i. . p. 127, 15 it 
appeared to the Hiſtorian, ſo it does to me : © mihi rectius videtur, ingenii 
„ quam'/virium opibus gloriam quærere; et quoniam vita ipſa qua fruimur 
brevis eſt, memoriam noſtri quam maxumè longam efficere. Certain. 
however it is, that of [thoſe whom ] Providence, has qualified to make any | 
addition to human knowledge, the number i is extremely ſmall, and what 
can be added by perfons « even of this ſuperior claſs, is little, We owe our 
knowledge chiefly to the information of others, jel that man is by no 
means an unproſitable ſerrant, who has ſtored his mind with acquired 
knowledge. . Sqme little trifling merit may perhaps be allowed us, if 
« quod quiſque commodiſſimè præcipere videbatur, excerpſimus, & ex 
c variis ingeniis ee Wc ns. Cicero de Inven- 
„ e | — SOT . 
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1 circulatios: whiſpers, whence imputations' are fixed, 


without opportunity of exculpation. Fear not their revil- 


ings." Does vot our great maſter expreſsly tell you, that 


in the world ye ſhall have tribulation, but at the ſame 


time he adviſes you to be of gobd cheer ; I, ſays he, have 
overcome the world. That he might ſanctify the people 
with his own blood, he ſuffered without the gate; let us 


go forth to Him, therefore, without the camp, bearing 
his reproach. * Luther was reprehended by the Ecele- 
ſiaſtics of his day. + Eraſmus encountered an hoſt of 
enemies. f Hooker was cenſured} "Archbiſhop $ Tillot- 
ſon was inſulted; upon his advancement to the Metro- 
political See, his enemies ſaid, (1:6 nut vue acrum et de 
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e Tak malice and party rage.of Which ha had Gls.theoeffats.Birore 
„ he was raiſed to the Archbiſhoprick, broke out with full force upon his 


«* advancement, in all the forms of inſult. Liſe of e nne = 


by Thomas Birch, D. D. p. 318öand 405 n 10-5508; 20 og of 
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for his e in the Lord, his ſucceſsful. labours, "M 


which he diſcovered thoſe 0 ſolid foundations, upon which 


our faith is built. Bi wal F mes experienced the 
| Wen ieee 111 1. 


E Pie n einn i 
"bo not Tape os arld;; 5 8 it 3 naar 123 
hoard not up the emohiments arifing from preferment | 


for private purpoſes ; expend them judiciouſly; repair, or 


rebuild , your: Parſouage Houſes, if neceſſary; eſtabliſh 
ſchools for the education, of children; aid your Pa- 
riſhioners; ; remit, their tithes. Archbiſhop + Tillotſon, 


by his advancement to the bigheſt dignity, did not 


encreaſe his eſtate, , Biſhop Burnet; looked upon | himſelf 
with FRAY to. the een as a mere 155 Fraſtee 


1 


* eee eee * this min y ee ed 
pious Prelate; God knows (ſays he) how unjuſtly, my deſigns being: alf 
« to awaken the Clergy, and by iat means to preſerve the Church.“ 
The ſcenes of Biſhop Burnet's life were various. In ſo many different 


| ations he met wth favor fro Tone, and oÞtoquy from others. „ 


1 Uror Archbiſhop Tillotfon's bias: the King ſettled a penſion upon 
his widow for life. The Archbiſhop died poſiefied of \oamente med 
bis Works, now beld in wolverfal admiration," 
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11 Pur _ Biſhop ibfihy bales this account, that at his death 


vo more of the income of his Biſhoprick remained to his family, than 


what was E p 0 8255 ere 1 his A. Life of _Burget, | 
vol . f. 724: | 
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for the Church. The benevolent Warham, though a 
Popiſh Archbiſhop merits high commendation ; he ex- 


pended his income in charitable * donations; on his death 


bed being deſirous to know what he u worth, his 
ſteward told him, that his debts liquidated, he would die 


worth Thirty Pounds: che SLY anſwered, 15 90 Latis | 
viatici ad ooe lun.“ 385 
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; — then, we beſeech you Brethren, and 
exhort you by the Lord Jeſus, that you take the overſight 


of your flocks, and be vigilant. Many perſons eminently 


% 


learned have lived in the communion of the Roman 
Church, Warham, Eraſmus, Paul, Thuanus, and others. 


I hold the character of ſuch men in high” regard, and i 
ſhould lament, if any unchriſtian ſeverities were exerciſed 
againſt the Papiſts; yet, it is your duty to keep a conſtant 


watch upon the reſpective flocks committed to your truſt, 
for their prieſts will, in deſpite of your beſt admonitions, | 


and the laws of the realm in whieh they live, ſeduce your 


people, to the great diſquiet of your minds. Ever ſince 
we of this nation have been releaſed from the bondage of 


a A, 
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bf * WAnAuUs—mortuus ſupra quam quilquam. credat pauper, niſi 

quod non defuit unde diſſolverentur debita, neque ita multüm defuit, 
fed poſt impenſa juſta funeri non ee multum ſuperfuit, Mori. 
Epiſt. Eraſm. 
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arbitrary powder, the. N between us and the 
Papiſts has been continued more or leſs; and many of 
our brethren have acquired an immortality of ihonory by 
Weir, deen pradpdigns york ny oil A had 
Is £11} tid high. big 30) 

er abſtracted * 105 3 des to bear ſolitude, 
Jaa an acquaintance with yourſelves. ' A learned author 
giving his opinion concerning a ſplendid way of living 
and a retired life, ſays, * < the, more retired, and priyate 
% condition is the better and ſafer, the more eaſy and 
innocent; every man would be glad to appropriate as 
% much time as he can to his own : uſe, before he leaves 
« the world.” When Lord Chancellor Bacon withdrew 
into the ſhade of retirement, he lived for the advantage 
not of one, but of all ages, often + lamenting that ambition 
had fo long diverted him from the Wes eee 
4 ae beinen FCC C oo wnocy Hotty. .- 
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rau my Reverend a” i „ Taken 1 

am from you in preſence, not in heart. Be ſtedfaſt, 
4 by: NY F TT Wyo ry bak pet | 7725 2 CC wy. | 

* Ds. Bixcn's life of Archbiſhop Tillotſon, p. 260, 261. I doubt 
< it will prove but a melancholy buſineſs. (ſays the admirable Archbiſhop,) 


« when a man comes to die, to have made a great noiſe and buſtle i in the 

40 world, and to have been known far and near, but all this while to have 

| been hid and concealed from himſelf.” 1 5 
n 5 1 

: Lu of Lord Chancellor . by Mr. Mallet page ur. 
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unmoveable, abound in the rk of the Lord, — ; 
in prayer; looking always towards that day, when the 
Sun ſhall become as black as ſackcleth of hair, and the 
Moon become as blood, the ſtars of heaven ſhall fall into 
the earth, the heaven ſhall depart as a ſcroll when it is 
rolled together, and every mountain and iſland ſhall be 
moved out of their places. Then the Lord himſelf ſhall 
_ deſcend from Heayen, with his mighty angels, in flaming | 
fire, and the trumpet ſhall ſound. In a moment, in the 


twinkling of an eye, the dead ſhall be raiſed incorruptible; 


and you, my Reverend Brethren, who have ſhone forth 
upon earth in acts of piety and beneficence, ſhall then 
| ſhine forth in the kingdom of Heaven, where is reſerved _ 
for you an inheritance undefiled, an eternal weight of 
glory, a kingdom which cannot be moved, a city whoſe _ 
builder and maker is God, where are prepared for you _ 
and for all who love him, things which eye hath not ſeen, . 
nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of man 
to. conceive; for in his preſence is fulneſs of joy, and 
at his right hand there are pleaſures for evermore. 
| You who have ſerved God day and night in his temple 


here upon earth, ſhall then join the celeſtial choir, and 
ſerve before the throne of God, where thouſand thouſands. 


- miniſter unto him, and ten thouſand times ten thouſand _ 
| ſtand before him, in grateful hallelujahs celebrating his 
eternal glory. He that ſitteth upon the throne ſhall dwell 

n aw The lamb who 1 Is in the ann of the throne: 


— — F. 
* * * 1 * 
7 2 * 


waters; and there ſhall be no more death, 


to the Almighty, that he may continu 
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for:the former things are paſſed phy 


diſcharge of your duty, that on our bleſſed Lord" 8 glorious . 
appearing, all and each of you, may rejoice with joy un- 
ſpeakable. Now / Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and God even our 
Father which hath loved us and hath given us eveflaſting © 
conſolation and good hope, ſtabliſh you in every good word 
and work. The grace of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and the 
love of God, and the communion of thes x ly Shoſt mn 
with vou alle Amen, 
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